ECF MEMBERSHIP SCHEME IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MCCU

Q. Why is the MCCU operating as a Membership Organisation (MO) i.e. agent for the ECF membership scheme?

A. The MCCU AGM in June voted in favour of doing so provided the ECF EGM removed the mandatory element in the proposals – which they did. The feeling was that Midlands Chess players should have the opportunity to join the ECF at the reduced fees on offer through the scheme.

Q. How do the fees differ from ECF Direct Membership?

A. Instead of the £16 adults would pay under Direct Membership, they only pay £10, and juniors pay £5.

Q. What do I get for my £10/£5?

A. All your games will be graded free of ECF game fee; you will be entitled to reduced entry fees in Congresses that chose to offer discounts to ECF members; you will be entitled to the ECF magazine Chessmoves free of charge; and you will receive a detailed print out of how your grading has been calculated. You will get a membership number & a membership card which you can use to claim game fee discounts.

Q. I pay a club membership fee to my club & play in my local league, so am I actually paying any game fee?

A. If your league has its’ games included in the ECF grading system then yes, you are paying game fee. Your league will charge your club fees for entering the event; these will have been calculated to cover game fee and any other costs. Your club will have then worked out its’ membership fee to cover the leagues fees and any other costs. So whilst your club may not get a bill specifically showing game fee, they and you are paying it.

Q. Can I claim waiver of game fee from all of the events I play in directly from the organisers?

A. No, the MCCU cannot insist that a league or other event does so. Some do not wish to get involved with additional work. Many counties/leagues had already set their fees before the scheme was voted on, & do not feel they can make changes until next year.

Q. What if some of the events I play in don’t give me any credit against game fee?

A. You will be able to claim refunds based on your grading print out, this can be done though the MCCU if you joined through the MCCU. The beauty of the MCCU scheme is that it allows counties & leagues to continue operating as they did last year, whilst still giving players the opportunity to become ECF members & benefit from game fee refunds, albeit at the end of the season.

Q. I don’t play many games in a year, so is it really worth me becoming a member?

A. Some present the membership scheme purely in terms of whether or not the amount of game fee you contribute through the events you play in is likely to be more than £10 a year. Membership of the national body for chess shouldn’t just be about that. It shouldn’t just be about “what does the ECF do for me?” but also “what can I do for the ECF?” 

Q. Why change from game fee to membership?

A. Most organisations charge a mandatory membership fee, most chess clubs do. The National chess body is unusual in not doing so. If an Organisation is seeking sponsorship or other commercial opportunities, the first question it is likely to be asked is – how many members do you have? No one outside chess is going to be interested in a lengthy explanation about how we have X thousand players on the grading list, but only a few of them are members. 

Q. What about this form that I need to sign, why does it include this business of paying £1 if the ECF is wound up?

A. I know it seems odd, it’s all tied up with the fact that the ECF is a Limited Company & with the way the organisations that formed the old BCF wanted the company set up. All it means is that in theory if the ECF went bust, a member would be limited to paying £1 towards any debts.

Q. What about my personal details on the form, will they be protected?

A. The agreement between the ECF & the MCCU specifically covers this –

16. ECF shall keep the information referred to in clause 6 in secure conditions in accordance with its obligations under its Data Protection Registration and shall only use such information for the purpose of communicating with and providing services to its Members and for such other purposes to which such Members shall expressly consent.

17. MO shall act as agent for ECF in collecting and forwarding to ECF the information referred to in clause 6 and shall keep the same in secure conditions and shall not use the same for any purpose whatsoever except for publication of limited information identifying the names and ECF membership numbers of members of the MO.

Q. I am involved with organising a league, can my league really reduce its game fee payment for people playing in the league who are ECF members, I don’t see how?

A. Yes it is possible for you to do this. Exactly how will depend on how your league is set up, and how you charge for playing in your event. If you would like to look into this further then contact the MCCU CEO Julie Johnson.

Q. The MCCU charges game fee for county matches, can my county claim game fee waiver for ECF members playing in its teams?

A. Yes of course it can. What will happen is that counties will be invoiced just the same as last year. However, they will be able to claim a reduction; either by doing an initial estimate of how many games people who are members are likely to play; or by waiting until the end of the county season & being refunded game fee for the actual number of games played by ECF members. If a reduction based on an estimate is used, it can be adjusted to take account of the actual games. We already make adjustments to the game fee element of county invoices for games that aren’t played.

Q. Who is eligible to join the scheme through the MCCU?

A. If you live in the MCCU area, are in full time education in the area, or you are affiliated to a club that plays chess in the MCCU area, then you are eligible to join through the MCCU.

Q. I’ve decided I want to sign up as an ECF member through the MCCU, what do I do next?

A. Just complete an ECF membership form, you can download one from either the ECF website www.englishchess.org.uk or the MCCU website www.mccu.org.uk , or ask for a form to be sent to you by calling 0116 2609012. Fill in the form, sign it, & send it to the MCCU CEO at 105 Central Avenue Syston Leics LE7 2EG,with your cheque or postal order for £10(£5 for juniors) payable to the Midland Counties Chess Union.

Faxed or emailed forms cannot be accepted for legal reasons.
